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New York State Division of 

Homeland Security & Emergency 

Services (DHSES)  

DHSES established in July 2010 through a merger of 

several of the State’s public safety agencies.  
 

 Office of Counter Terrorism (formerly OHS) 

 Office of Emergency Management (formerly SEMO) 

 Office of Cyber Security (formerly CSCIC) 

 Office of Fire Prevention and Control 

 Office of Interoperable and Emergency 

Communications (NEW) 

 

 



What are we preparing for? 

Natural Disaster (Hurricane/ Winter Storm) 

Man-Made (Accidental) (Train Crash/ Haz-Mat) 

Terrorism (Intentional) (9-11/ Explosives) 

“All – Hazards” Approach 

– ICS, NIMS 

– Training & Exercises  

Level 1 – Level 5 Incidents  
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Office of Counter Terrorism  

Mission: To support federal, state, local, tribal 

and private sector efforts to Prevent, Protect 

against and Prepare for acts and threats of 

terrorism 
 

Not a law enforcement agency, but we work very 

closely with NYS State Police and other federal, 

state, local and tribal LE and public safety 

agencies 

 



What is Terrorism? 

Definitions vary; typically include political 

motives and causing fear 

NYS Penal Law § 490.05 – An “act of 

terrorism” includes an offense intended to: 

• Intimidate or coerce a civilian population; 

• Influence the policy of a unit of government by 

intimidation or coercion; or 

• Affect the conduct of a unit of government by 

murder, assassination or kidnapping 

 



A Changed Nation 



What is the 

threat? 

International 

Sleeper Cells 

Independent  

Homegrown (Domestic) 

– Special interest groups 

– ELF, ALF 

Lone Offender 
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CRITICAL 

INFRASTRUCTURE & 

KEY RESOURCES 
 

  Systems, Assets, Places or Things 

 

Whether physical or virtual so vital to the state that 

the disruption, incapacitation or destruction of such  

could jeopardize the health, safety, welfare or 

security of the State, its residents or its economy 

 

 

National/State 

Monuments 

Nuclear Power 

Plants 

Water 
Information Technology Emergency Services 

Defense Industrial 

Base 

Government and 

Commercial 

Facilities 

Public Health 

Dams 
Telecommunications Transportation Energy 

Banking and 

Finance 

Chemical and 

Hazardous Materials 

Postal and Shipping 
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Recent Terrorism Events 

Denver/ NYC Plot (Zazi Case) 

– Target: NYC subway system during rush hour 

– Intended Date:  September 2009 

Northwest Airlines Flight 243 

– Target:  Aircraft while flying over Detroit 

– Intended Date: Christmas Day 2009 

Times Square  

– Target:  New York City 

– Intended Date: May 2010 

 



Recent Terrorism Events  

Yemen Parcel Bomb Plot 

– Target:  Chicago religious institutions   

– Intended Date: October 2010 

Washington D.C. Subway Plot 

– Target:  Metro Rail Stations in Arlington, VA 

– Intended Date: 2011, Arrested October 2010 

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 

– Target:  Tree lighting in Portland, Oregon 

– Intended Date: November 2010 

 

 



Recent Terrorism Events  

Spokane, Washington 

– Target:  Martin Luther King Parade Route 

– Intended Date: January 2011 

Texas Plot 

– Target:  Power Dams and Nuclear Power Plant (in 

California and Colorado), and residence of former 

President George W. Bush 

– Intended Date: Unknown, Arrested February 2011 

 



 

Educate community members, businesses and organizations 
how to keep themselves safe from potential criminal and 
terrorist activity 
 

Promote the recognition and reporting of potential terrorist 
related activity to the New York State Terrorism Tips Hotline 
 

Remind citizens that the threat of terrorism is ongoing, and 
continued vigilance is essential 

 

 

 

Safeguard New York 

Is designed to… 



Safeguard New York 
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Backpacks, containers, or other suspicious objects left on or 

near the bridge (e.g., testing of security response).  

Unusual odors, and/or hazardous or potentially hazardous 

materials, such as chemicals or explosive materials, left on or 

near a bridge.  

Vehicles, watercraft, or aircraft, remaining near mass transit 

routes/ terminals for extended periods of time.  They may be 

displaying inappropriate or lacking proper identification tags or 

markings (such as missing license plates). 

Vehicle operators who appear to be under stress or under the 

control of other persons. 

I&W Bridges 



Suspicious behavior by an individual wearing bulky clothing 

that appears inappropriate. May be compounded by the 

subject being alone or while acting excessively nervous 

and/or perspiring.  

Loitering near or tampering with critical bridge components or 

controls (e.g., gears and other moving parts, electrical lines, 

lighting, cameras, access control, and other security 

systems).   

Tampering with services in close proximity to, or shared with, 

a bridge: such as railways, natural gas and pipelines, 

waterlines, major power or communications lines, or other 

utilities.   

Individual(s) videotaping, photographing or sketching the 

bridge for no apparent reason. 

I&W Bridges 



Individual(s) unable to display proper identification, or 

produce identification which appears to be altered or 

fraudulent.  This includes unknown service/delivery 

personnel or contractors.     

Individual(s) who present apparently valid bridge authority 

agency credentials but do not have a corresponding level of 

bridge knowledge or experience. 

Attempts to gain information regarding the security of 

bridge, staffing, operational procedures, or information 

regarding the movement of certain materials and/or 

shipments across or under a bridge.   

I&W Bridges 



I&W Bridges 

Specific inquiries as to dimensions, architecture, 

construction composition, structural capabilities of a bridge, 

or frequency of maintenance, which appear to be beyond 

normal curiosity.   

Theft or loss of bridge worker’s identification badges, 

uniforms, access cards/keys, communications equipment, 

and/or operations manual(s).   

Anything that appears unusual or does not fit the pattern of 

lawful, normal activity at the bridge.  



Individual(s) found loitering in areas where there is easy 

access to electrical transmission and distribution stations, 

sub-stations or relay points of the power grid. 

Individual(s) found in areas restricted to only site staff and not 

open to the general public. 

Loss or theft of any entry keys or badges that could allow 

access to the premises. 

Individual(s) videotaping, photographing or sketching the 

premises for no apparent reason. 

I&W Power Grids 



I&W Power Grids 

Suspicious vehicles parked in proximity to your facilities. 

The loss or theft of equipment that may be utilized to 

sabotage or destroy the power grid. 

Inquiries regarding the frequency of maintenance, time of 

security checks and security patrols, etc.   

Inquiries surrounding security precautions about electrical 

transmission and distribution stations, sub-stations or relay 

points of the power grid as well as the number of security 

professional who guard the premises. 



SAFEGUARD NEW YORK 

How you can help… 

IF YOU OBSERVE 

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY 

 
•DO NOT take direct action. 

•DO NOT confront the 

individual. 
•DO NOT reveal your 

suspicions. 
•DO record as many details as 

possible. 
•DO notify appropriate 

authorities as soon as possible 

DESCRIBING 

SUSPICIOUS 

BEHAVIOR 

 
•WHO did you observe? 

•WHAT did you see?  Be 

specific. 
•WHERE did you see it? 

•WHEN did you see it? 

•WHY is it suspicious? 



Safeguard New York  

NYS Terrorism Tips Line 

Report potential terrorist activities to the NYS Terrorism Tips Hotline 

 

1-866-SAFE-NYS 

(1-866-723-3697) 
 

All calls are toll free and will remain strictly confidential 
 

To report emergencies or crime in progress dial 911 

 

“If you see something, say something!” 

 



Questions? 

WWW.DHSES.NY.GOV 
 


